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Part of the Message and Documents, Communicated to the Two Houses of Congress at the Beginning of the
Second Session of the Forty-Sixth Congress Mr. President: | have tho honor, in accordance with the requirement
of the statute, to submit the annual report of tho operations of this department for tic past year. The Army. The
report of the General of the Army gives in detail the strength of the several branches of the service, and shows
the aggregate, as exhibited in the latest returns, to be 2,127 officers, 24,262 men, and 388 officers retired. A
portion of this force, however, being necessarily employed in detached or special service, constitutes no part of
the force available for actual operations in tho field. The enlisted men of the Signal Corps, Engineer and
Ordnance Corps, Ordnance Sergeants, Commissary Sergeants and Hospital Stewards, the prison guard at Fort
Leavenworth, and the recruiting detachments amount in the aggregate to 3,463 men, and are employed in the
performance of important duties connected with the military establishments, but these duties bring but few of
them into active service in the field. The statute now authorizes a total force of twenty-five thousand men, not
including the Signal Corps, which has by law four hundred and fifty-six men. | join moat heartily with the
General of tho Army in recommending that the effective force of the Army available for field duty be raised to
twenty-five thousand men, exclusive of the above-named detachments. | have had occasion in previous reports
to express the opinion that a due regard for the safety of settlers...
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