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OPERATIONAL ART, SOME PRINCIPLES OF MARITIME STRATEGY, AND
THE OPERATIONAL EMPLOYMENT OF THE U.S. ARMY S OBJECTIVE
FORCE

Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This book is about theory and the use of theory to develop doctrine. In
light of the dramatic capabilities envisioned for the Objective Force, the organized U.S. military mechanism of
physical coercion, and the dynamic operational environment that characterizes the world of 2002, land and
naval theory is examined, investigated and analyzed. A common perception is that maritime strategy and land
strategy exist in discrete and separate spheres of knowledge. However, closer analysis demonstrates that they
do not exist as independent areas of study, rather, they are merely divisions in the overall art of war. To develop
and illustrate this concept, a general overview of the future threat/operational environment and the proposed
characteristics and capabilities of the U.S. Army s Objective Force are presented. Manifest from this description
of the Objective Force and the future threat, an apparent analogy between the Objective Force and a naval
force becomes evident, even while it is increasingly apparent that technological advances are blurring the
traditional distinctions between the divisions in the art of war - between land, sea and air warfare. The
functional divisions are becoming less distinct, increasingly interrelated and integrated. Through this analogy
to maritime operations, the following two constructs or paradigms are proposed to help guide the
development of doctrine in the theoretical employment of the U.S. Army s Objective Force. 1. The object or goal
of Objective Force warfare is command of the white space, in other words, freedom of action. Objective Force
commanders must act to retain and preserve freedom of action. This must be the theoretical basis for all
doctrine. 2. The corollary of this is to preserve the force in being. Objective Force commanders...
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