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Excerpt: . . . Godfather by fellow Red Cross volunteers, Stetson organized and led the 86 festivities. Each unit
honored its hostesses with three cheers and a ti-ger for tendering such a splendid welcome. Other regiments
offered more tangible expressions of thanks. For example, the 1st Montana presented a beautiful gold mounted
watch chain, made of sorrel horsehair, for the 87 president of the Red Cross, Mrs. Merrill. One soldier among
recruits of the 18th and 23d Infantry Regiments left a dollar in appreciation for the 88 societys reception. Slope
Pacific the on Work Cross Red the of Record Figure 76. Good cheer at the Ferry Building. As troops moved out of
the ferry depot, some with food stuffed in their pockets, the Red Cross offered blank postal cards to soldiers who
could then write friends and relatives at home. The ladies also presented each soldier with choice flowers with
which to adorn themselves, giving them 89 a picturesque appearance along the line of march. The Call
recorded that the boys like to decorate and adorn their belts with roses, and embel-90 lish their gun barrels with
calla lilies. ( See figure 77.) Between 18 May and the battle for Manila on 13 August, Red Cross volunteers stood
watch at San Franciscos Ferry Building, ready to greet every unit that entered the city. On at least one occasion,
the societys workers offered more than the usual welcome of food and flowers. When 16 recruits from Texas
arrived for duty with the Regular Army, they brought nothing but...
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