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Print on Demand *****.For many days we had been tempest-
tossed. Six times had the darkness closed over a wild and terrific
scene, and returning light as often brought but renewed distress,
for the raging storm increased in fury until on the seventh day
all hope was lost. We were driven completely out of our course;
no conjecture could be formed as to our whereabouts. The crew
had lost heart, and were utterly exhausted by incessant labor.
The riven masts had gone by the board, leaks had been sprung
in every direction, and the water, which rushed in, gained upon
us rapidly. Instead of reckless oaths, the seamen now uttered
frantic cries to God for mercy, mingled with strange and often
ludicrous vows, to be performed should deliverance be granted.
Every man on board alternately commended his soul to his
Creator, and strove to bethink himself of some means of saving
his life. My heart sank as | looked round upon my family in the
midst of these horrors. Our four young sons were overpowered
by terror. Dear children, said |, if...
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