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Government Reprints Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 568 pages. Dimensions: 9.1in. x 6.1in.
x l.4in.For nearly fifty years, citizen airmen have served in the nations defense as members of the Air Force
Reserve. Citizen Airmen: A History of the Air Force Reserve, 1946-1994 begins with the fledgling air reserve
program initiated in 1916, traces its progress through World War Il, and then concentrates on the period 1946
through 1994. The study skillfully describes the process by which a loosely organized program evolved into
todays impressive force. The Air Force Reserve story is told within the context of national political and military
policy and stresses that over the decades, as national needs have increased, reservists have met the challenges.
Initially, the Air Force treated its reserve units as supplemental forces and equipped them with surplus
equipment. Shortly after the Air Force Reserve was established in 1948, its members mobilized for Korean War
duty and they served throughout the conflict. The Reserve program subsequently fell into disarray and required
patient rebuilding. The passage of a series of key federal laws related to personnel issues and the introduction
of the air reserve technician program greatly assisted in this rejuvenation process. In the 1960s, the Air Force
Reserve demonstrated its mettle as it participated in numerous mobilizations reflecting the Cold War tensions of
the era. Reservists were involved in operations ranging from the Berlin Crisis of 1961-1962 to the Southeast Asia
mobilizations in 1968. In the 1970s, the Air Force Reserve program assumed heightened importance when the
Department of Defense adopted the Total Force Policy. This concept treated the active forces, the National
Guard, and all reserve forces as an integrated force. Reservists were now expected to meet the same readiness
standards as their active duty counterparts. Since then, the Air Force Reserve...
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